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ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR S.R. HILL (Geraldton) [12.58 pm]:  The Royal Flying Doctor Service is a vital not-for-profit charitable 
service that provides aero-medical emergency and primary health care services, together with communication 
and education assistance to people who live, work, travel and holiday in regional and remote Australia.  Over the 
past five years there have been 1 631 patient transfers from Geraldton.  The reasons for the transfers included 
pregnancy and childbirth, heart attacks, infectious diseases, injury and poisoning, to name but a few.  Although 
funding is available from both the state and federal governments, the service must independently fund the repair, 
maintenance and replacement of its entire aircraft fleet.  The fleet consists of 44 aircraft, which cost millions of 
dollars each year to operate.   

The Royal Flying Doctor Service Geraldton Regional Fundraising Committee raises funds to keep this vital life-
saving service operational and available to the residents of Geraldton and the mid-west.  The local branch 
recently held its bridal and fashion expo, which is now in its eighth year.  The expo provides residents with the 
opportunity to view informative displays and great fashion, and to win fabulous prizes.  The organisers of the 
expo, Mrs Rose Ann Jupp and Mrs Patricia Shaw, have worked tirelessly over many years to provide the 
additional funding required to keep the Royal Flying Doctor Service aircraft in the air and available for those 
who have life-threatening conditions and need medical attention.   

This year the committee raised $2 972.50 for the service.  Most of the volunteers for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service in Geraldton are aged in their 70s or 80s.  I congratulate the committee on its fundraising. 
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